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Submission of Articles
All expressions of opinions and statements are published 
on the authority of the writer over whose signature they 
appear and cannot be regarded as expressing the views or 
policies of the World Association of Detectives. Articles 
submitted by other than the author shall require the 
author’s written permission.

Article and Advertising Deadlines
January issue: December 1
April issue: March 1
July issue: June 1
October issue: September 1

Advertising
Acceptance of advertising does not constitute W.A.D.’s 
endorsement or warranty of any products or services.
All advertisements must be received in the correct 
size and must be remitted with a completed W.A.D. 
Advertising form, along with payment in full. 
Advertisements should be submitted in PDF or JPG file 
format.

Non-Member Advertising Rates
Advertising rates for non-members are 50% higher than 
those for members as stated on the W.A.D. Advertising 
form. 
The minimum advertising space for non-members is a 
quarter-page advertisement.
The Association reserves the right to refuse advertising.

PUBLISHED BY THE

WORLD ASSOCIATION OF DETECTIVES, INC.
235 N. Pine Street, Lansing, MI 48933

Tel: +1-517-482-1200
Fax: +1-517-372-1501

wad@wad.net    www.wad.net

MANAGING EDITOR

Val Vail-Shirey

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE

Kimberly King
Robert Heales

Past Presidents – Ex-Officio Board Members
Werner E. Sachse – Aschaffenburg, Germany
Frank Watts – Birmingham, Michigan USA
Anthony R. Zinkus – Tucson, Arizona USA
John K. Forrest – Tampa, Florida USA
Claude E. “Bert” Hinds – Cincinnati, Ohio USA
Zena Scott-Archer – Cumbria, England
James L. Mickle – Southfield, Michigan USA
Raymond A. Pendleton – New Orleans, Louisiana USA
Larry A. Webb – Phoenix, Arizona USA
Richard D. Jacques-Turner – Hull, England
Robert A. Heales – Denver, Colorado USA
William J. Lapworth – Indianapolis, Indiana USA
Bernard H. Major – Vancouver, Canada
Philip J. Stuto – Concord, California USA
Christopher Nolan – Dublin, Ireland
Joel Michel – Burlingame, California USA
Neal Holmes, II – Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania USA
Rockne F. Cooke – Baltimore, Maryland USA
Johnathan Tal – San Jose, California USA
Louis Laframboise – Laval, Quebec, Canada
Jan Stekelenburg – Bavel, Netherlands
John G. Talaganis – Long Beach, California USA
JD Vinson, Jr. – New Orleans, Louisiana USA
Eric Shelmerdine – Blackpool, England

W.A.D. Committee Chairs
Audit, Budget and Finance – Joel Michel
Awards – Werner E. Sachse
Conference & Mid-Term Site Recommendation & 
Management – 
Robert A. Heales
Ethics – Dale Wunderlich
Friends of W.A.D. – Candice Tal
Grievance – Dale Wunderlich
International Liaison – Rashid Ali Malik
Legislation – Rockne Cooke, Eric Shelmerdine
Membership – M. Gregory Scott
New Business & Public Relations – Gerd Hoffmann
Newsletter – Kim King
Protocol – Richard D. Jacques-Turner
Seminar – Robert Heales
Technology – Simon Jacobs
Welcome – Maureen Jacques-Turner



W O R L D  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  D E T E C T I V E S ,  I N C .5

F R O M  T H E  C H A I R M A N ’ S  P E N

I

Eric 
Shelmerdine
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

Eric ShelmerdineE i Sh l di

 sincerely hope that those of you who 
were able to attend the mid-term meeting 
in Marbella Spain enjoyed the luxury 
of the hotel and the kindness of the 

wonderful weather.

Attendance for a mid-term must rank amongst 
the best ever, and it was so good to see many 
new members who I trust took the opportunity 
to network with new business colleagues and 
hopefully form future friendships.  It also 
gave members the opportunity to meet our 
new ED team of Val Vail and Larry Julian 
for the fi rst time.  My personal thanks and 
congratulations go to them both for their hard 
work and effi ciency throughout the whole 
meeting period. 

No sooner was the meeting over, when plans 
for the next meeting in Denver. Colorado 
were being fi rmed up by our Conference 
Chairman Bob Heales.  The 2008 83rd Annual 
Conference promises to be something special, 
and as the US dollar remains so vulnerable, 
this makes for a very attractive venue for 
many of our members from all around the 
globe. Full details of the 2008 annual meeting 
can now be viewed on the W.A.D. website.

The Denver conference will see the end of 
my tenure as Chairman of the Board and 
completes the 5 consecutive year commitment 
to this wonderful association at leadership 

level via the VP’s and President’s roles.  
Those Offi cers who have gone before me will 
testify that such a commitment does not come 
without it’s diffi cult times, and that certainly 
has been so in my own case.  However I am 
privileged to have been chosen to represent 
you the members, and grateful for the support 
afforded me by my peers during testing times.   
This experience has been “ another lesson 
along life’s path” but has been a gratifying 
one, and I would encourage any member out 
there who feels passion for this association to 
consider sharing your skills and enthusiasm 
by becoming more involved at board level 
and make your serious contributions with a 
view to eventually progressing to Presidential 
status. I know there is no shortage of 
competent members within our ranks.

I now look forward to continuing my loyalty 
as a member of the Board and my good 
wishes and full support go to the Offi cers who 
now follow.  I leave the leadership team in 
the knowledge and confi dence that W.A.D. is 
now fi rmly back on track and the future looks 
good.

Respectfully submitted

Eric Shelmerdine
W.A.D. Chairman of the Board

“Attendance for a mid-term must rank amongst the best ever, and it was so “Attendance for a mid-term must rank amongst the best ever, and it was so 

good to see many new members who I trust took the opportunity to networkgood to see many new members who I trust took the opportunity to network

 with new business colleagues and hopefully form future friendships." with new business colleagues and hopefully form future friendships."
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F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

I

VAL VAIL-SHIREYS

t was an absolute delight to 
meet those of you who attended 
the Mid-Term meeting in 

Marbella. It is a pleasure to get to 
know you the member and learn 
about you and your business. 
W.A.D. members are an intriguing 
family of professionals.

We would like to clarify a couple 
of items regarding membership 
renewal and information changes 
on the web site. When you enter 
your renewal or information 
change on the web site the action 
is not automatically made. Your 
action sends an e-mail to the 
W.A.D. offi ce and we process your 
request manually. We try to make 
these changes on a set schedule 
during the week and that is why 
you might not automatically 
see the changes. If you have 
questions with your renewal or 
information updates, please feel 
free to contact us at any time. We 
are working at the W.A.D. offi ce 
to update all information and 
provide the membership with a 
current web site and membership 

data base, however, it takes time. 
We appreciate your patience and 
welcome your communication.

We also would like to introduce 
three new members to our staff at 
Julian Vail. Nicole Smith, Kelsey 
Warner and Jamie Brummel 
have joined our team and look 
forward to working with the World 
Association of Detectives. You 
may speak with anyone at the 
offi ce; however, Jamie and Val 
specifi cally attend to the needs and 
business of W.A.D.

We hope you will attend the 
Annual Conference in Denver, 
Colorado, USA in September as 
we look forward to meeting more 
members of W.A.D.

Sincerely,

Val

Larry
  

LARRY JULIAN

“We also would like to introduce three new members to our staff at Julian Vail. 
Nicole Smith, Kelsey Warner and Jamie Brummel have joined our team and 

look forward to working with the World Association of Detectives.”
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 The Internationale Kommission der Detektiv-Verbande (International 
Federation  of  Associations of Private Detectives), elected Richard Jacques-
Turner, former Secretary General of IKD from 1995 to 2004, an Honorary Life 
Member in recognition of his long and tireless service to the IKD and the profession 
of Private Investigator.  The plaque was presented to Richard at the IKD Congress 
in Walsall, United Kingdom on 19th April 2008 by Tony Imossi, the current IKD 
Secretary General.

R I C H A R D  J A C Q U E S - T U R N E R  I S 
E L E C T E D  H O N O R A R Y  L I F E  M E M B E R
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World Association of Detectives, Inc.
83rd Annual Conference

An International Symposium for Human Rights Awareness
Celebrating of  the 60th Anniversary of  the United Nations Universal Declaration

Denver, Colorado, USA
Westin Tabor Center Hotel
September 16 to 20, 2008

Program of Events

Tuesday September 16
15:00 to 17:00      Registration Desk
18:00 to 19:30      Chairman’s Welcome Reception
                               Business attire suggested.

Wednesday September 17
09:00 to 14:00     Registration Desk
09:00 to 10:30     Board of Directors Meeting
10:30 to 10:45     Break
10:45 to 12:30     Board of Directors Meeting
12:30 to 14:30     Lunch on Own
14:30 to 14:45     Opening Ceremony
14:45 to 16:30     General Business Session

Thursday September 18
09:00 to 10:15      General Business Session
10:15 to 10:30      Break
10:30 to 12:00      General Business Session
12:00 to 13:30      Lunch on Own
13:30 to 20:00      Mountain Tour (included) Red Rocks Park & Amphitheater, Phoenix     
                               Gold Mine, Black Hawk Casinos.

Friday September 19
08:00 to 09:00     Continental Breakfast, Exhibits Open
09:00 to 10:15     Seminar…International Human Rights Issues, Atty. Bob Amsterdam
10:30 to 12:00     Past President’s Brunch with Keynote Speaker  
12:30 to 13:45     Seminar…International Child Abduction, Allen Cardoza
14:00 to 17:00     Denver City Tour (Optional)

Saturday September 20
08:00 to 09:00     Continental Breakfast, Exhibits Open
09:00 to 10:30     Seminar…Human Trafficking and Slavery, Larry Gassin and Dottie   
                              Laster of Strike Force Training.
10:30 to 10:45     Break
10:45 to 12:15     Seminar Continues
12:15 to 14:00     Lunch on Own
14:00 to 16:00     New Board of Directors
18:00 to 19:00     Cocktail Reception
19:00 to 22:00     President’s Gala Banquet and Show

                      Business attire.  Black tie optional.

Sunday September 21
11:00   Depart for Optional Post Conference Tour, 3 nights in Estes Park and 

  Rocky Mountain National Park at the Historic Stanley Hotel.  Please   take a registration form for more details.         

8

Robert Amsterdam

Dottie Laster

Larry H. Gassin
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W.A.D. 83rd Annual Conference

World Association of Detectives to Recognize United Nations
Declaration of Human Rights

The World Association of Detectives will be holding its 83rd Annual Conference at the Westin Tabor Center Hotel in Denver, 
Colorado September 16th through 20th, 2008. We will be celebrating the 60th Anniversary of the United Nations Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. This year’s theme will be “An International Symposium for Human Rights Awareness”.

The United Nations Declaration is an important and historic document which recognizes that inherent dignity and the equal 
and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice, and peace in the world.  
With members in over 75 different countries, the offi cers and members of the World Association of Detectives recognize 
the importance of this document and support the proclamation within stating “every individual and every organ of society, 
keeping this Declaration constantly in mind, shall strive by teaching and education to promote respect for these rights 
and freedoms and by progressive measures, national and international, to secure their universal and effective recognition 
and observance, both among the peoples of Member States themselves and among the peoples of territories under their 
jurisdiction”.  

The Declaration, in its articles, continues to recognize that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights, 
without distinction of any kind, such as race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social 
origin, property, birth, or other status.  

Program of Activities

The conference will kick off with the customary Chairman’s Welcome Reception at 6:00 PM on Tuesday September 16th.  
That event will be followed by the Board Meeting, General Business Session and Elections, Past President’s Brunch, 
Mountain and City Tours, Seminars, and will culminate with our President’s Gala Banquet on Saturday evening.  The 
conference will then be followed by a Post Conference Tour to Estes Park and the Rocky Mountain National Park.  

Our featured training session will be presented by Larry Gassin and Dottie Laster of Strike Force Training.  They will present 
a 3 hour session on Human Traffi cking and Slavery, a very real problem in today’s society, and something all professional 
investigators and security professionals need to be aware of.  Our President, Allen Cardoza, will present a session on The 
Hague Convention and Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction.  Also speaking will be Attorney Bob Amsterdam, 
the world’s leading human rights lawyer with offi ces in London and Toronto.

Out and About in Denver

 
Denver, Colorado circa 1898 facing west from the State Capitol
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Denver is located on the edge of the Rocky Mountains and is the largest U.S. city between St. Louis and Los Angeles, 
and it sits half way between those two cities.  It is called the “Mile High City” because the second step of the state 
capitol building is exactly 5,280 feet above sea level.  It is the 21st largest metropolitan area in the United States with 
the 10th largest downtown district, and it’s new convention center ranks it in the top 10 cities for conventions.  

Denver was founded by a party of gold prospectors in 1858, and Colorado became a state in 1876.  Denver has an arid 
climate.  The average high temperature in September is 77 Fahrenheit, and the average low during the night is 47.  

The Denver Airport is 18 miles from downtown.  Opening in 1995, it is the 4th busiest airport in the United States and 
10th busiest in the world.  You will arrive at Concourse A, B, or C and go down the escalator to catch the train to the 
main terminal. A taxi will cost a fl at rate of $48.00 plus tip to the Westin Tabor Center.  Super Shuttle is available for 
$19 per person.  The Super Shuttle booth is located at the top of the escalator in the main terminal after you get off the 
train. You could have a wait for the Super Shuttle of 10 to 30 minutes depending on how busy they are.  

There are 48 restaurants and bars within a 4 block walk of the Westin.  There are also many shops along the 16th Street 
Mall, Tabor Center, Larimer Square and the surrounding 4 square blocks.  

Some favorite nearby restaurants include:
Bistro Vendrome, 1424 Larimer St., French, 303-825-3232 $$$
The Capitol Grill, 1450 Larimer St., Steak House, 303-539-2500 $$$$
Denver ChopHouse and Brewery, 1735 19th St., Steak House, 303-296-0800 $$$
Kevin Taylor’s At The Opera House, 1100 14th St., Contemporary, 303-640-1012 $$$$
Kevin taylor Restaurant, 1106 14th St., Contemporary, 303-820-2600 $$$$
Maggiano’s Little Italy, 500 16th St., Italian, 303-260-7707 $$$$
The Oceanaire, 1400 Arapahoe St., Seafood, 303-991-2277 $$$
Osterio Marco, 1453 Larimer St., Italian, 303-534-5855 $$
P.F. Chang’s China Bistro, 1415 15th St., Asian, 303-260-7222 $$
The Palm, Westin Hotel lower level, Steak House, 303-825-7256 $$$$
Pulcinella Ristorante, 1800 Lawrence St., Italian, 303-382-1444 $$$
Red Square Euro Bistro, 1512 Larimer St., International, 303-595-8600 $$$
Rioja, 1431 Larimer St., Mediterranean, 303-820-2282 $$$
Rodizio Grill, The Brazilian Steakhouse, 1801 Wynkoop, Steak House, 303-294-9277 $$$$
Ruth’s Chris Steak House, 1445 Market St., Stek House, 303-446-2233 $$$$
Samba Room, 1460 Larimer St., Latin American, 720-956-1701 $$$

It’s worth the short 5 minute trip on light rail just outside downtown to see Denver’s oldest restaurant.  A real Wild 
West experience in an 1800’s building. Train stops right in front.  
Buckhorn Exchange, 1000 Osage St., Steak House, 303-534-9595 $$$$

If you want to see another part of Denver, a short taxi ride will take you 3 miles the popular Cherry Creek area, 
which is known for its high end shops, restaurants and night life.  Ask the taxi driver to take you up 7th Avenue from 
Broadway to see some of Denver’s most historic neighborhoods, homes and mansions.  
Barolo Grill, 3030 E. 6th Ave., Italian, 303-393-1040 $$$$
Elway’s, 2500 E. 1st Ave., Steak House, 303-399-5353 $$$$ 
North, 190 Clayton Ln., Italian, 720-941-7700 $$$
Ocean, 201 Columbine St., Seafood, 303-377-5350 $$$$

Entrée prices $$ $11 - $15   $$$ $16 - $25   $$$$ $26 and higher

           Continued on page 14
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Continued from page 13

Colorful Colorado

Colorado ranks as one of the highest states in tourism numbers behind California, Florida, and Hawaii.  There are many 
National Parks, National Monuments, and Historic Sites within a 1 to 5 hour drive from Denver, or you can head west on 
Amtrak from Union Station near the Westin.  We hope to have a full bus on our post conference tour to beautiful Estes 
Park and the Rocky Mountain National Park where we will stay at the historic Stanley Hotel. If you are arriving early 
you may want to contact us for suggestions or try an internet search to plan your trip.  Pikes Peak, Garden of the Gods, 
Colorado National Monument, Mount Evans, Dinosaur National Park, Mesa Verde National Park, Black Canyon of the 
Gunnison National Park, and Great Sand Dunes National Park are just some of the places you may want to visit.  You may 
also want to see some of the famous ski areas in Winter Park, Vail, Telluride, or Aspen.  A very charming little town is 
Grand Lake located on a high alpine lake surrounded by majestic mountains and charming cabins and lake homes.  This 
is one of the few lakes in Colorado where homes can be constructed.

Welcome committee
 and members at the Mid-term 

Meeting
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“THE NEAL HOLMES, SR. MEMORIAL SECURITY PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR”

This award honors individuals in the Security fi eld who have demonstrated excellence, leadership and business acumen in an entrepreneurial 
endeavour. Nominations should cite one or more examples of professional skill. Re-named in 2003 in memory of Life Member Neal Holmes, Sr.

Members are asked to submit recommendations for the W.A.D. Awards.  All nominations should be submitted to The 
Executive Director at the address below.

There are four awards presented annually by the President at the Annual Conference closing Banquet. Nominations for all 
the above Awards should contain a brief account of the service and contributions given to the profession by the nominee 
which qualifi es him or her for the award in question.  Members cannot nominate themselves for Awards.  All nominations 
must be received by July 25th, 2008.

Please send your nomination to the W.A.D. offi ce by mail, fax or email.

World Association of Detectives
235 North Pine St.
Lansing, MI 48933
USA

Fax: +1-517-372-1501
Email: wad@wad.net

Your nomination must include the following:
Your name, agency and address• 
The name, agency and address of the nominee• 
The award for which they are be nominated• 
A statement detailing the achievements and contributions of the nominee and why you believe the nominee is • 
deserving of the award.
Nominations must be made by a W.A.D. member.• 

Chairman of the Awards Committee, Werner E. Sachse, Germany, Members of the Committee are previous recipients of 
the Awards.

W.A.D. ANNUAL AWARDS NOMINATIONS

“THE NORMAN J. SLOAN MEMORIAL AWARD”

Established in 1985, this award is presented to a member who has demonstrated exceptional service to the World Association of Detectives and 
the investigative and security profession.  Consideration will be given for long and meritorious service, contibution to WAD and the profession, 
leadership skills and integrity.

“THE HAL LIPSET MEMORIAL TRUTH IN ACTION AWARD”

This award is typically presented to a non-member of W.A.D. and is most often presented to someone outside the association.  Recipients are 
usually honored for distinguished service in the fields of private security, investigations, law enforcement, or the complimentary technical 
and scientific professions.  The recipient is normally chosen by the local host with approval by the Awards Committee.

“INVESTIGATOR OF THE YEAR”

A cup presented to the World Association of Detectives by Past President Zena Scott-Archer on behalf of the Association of British Investigators 
in friendship in 1976 in Brighton, England and is to be awarded to a W.A.D. member based on outstanding achievment in the fi eld of investigation. 
Nominations should cite one or more examples of professional skill.
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S E M I N A R 
H U M A N  T R A F F I C K I N G  A N D  S L A V E R Y

Bring on the  Traffi c Jam

by Dottie Laster and Larry Gassin

 Who doesn’t hate being stuck in a traffi c jam?  But there is one situation in which jammed traffi c is 
not only desirable, but critical for the health and safety of those involved.

 Human traffi cking is modern-day slavery and today there are 27 million people globally who are 
enslaved according to the Department of Justice. This means there are more people enslaved than when 
slavery was institutionalized.  In a February 2008 United Nations Conference in Vienna, human traffi cking 
was estimated to bring in $31 billion in revenues annually. It is projected to pass up global drug traffi cking in 
just a few years!  Globally, there is no country where slavery is legal but at the same time there is no country 
that has escaped the tentacles of its terror and torture.  It encompasses a broad spectrum of vicious crimes 
perpetrated by greedy, selfi sh people who see other people only as disposable commodities and hold little 
regard for human life and freedom.  Its principal forms are human labor slaves and sex slaves and its victims 
include men, women, teens and children.  If you’re thinking, “that includes about everyone!” you’re right.

Global Efforts to Combat Traffi cking

 The United States Department of State issues an annual report on countries’ efforts to combat slavery. 
Countries on the lowest tier face US, International Monetary Fund and World Bank sanctions. The purpose of 
the report is to increase efforts globally to combat human traffi cking by ranking countries’ according to their 
efforts to prevent traffi cking, protect victims, and prosecute perpetrators.  The report highlights government 
efforts, includes country specifi c narratives, victims’ stories, and tracks successful prosecutions. It may be 
accessed at www.state.gov/g/tip.

The United States Traffi cking Victims’ Protection Act (TVPA) 

 Many of our businesses, communities, schools, churches, airports, hospitals, hotels/motels and 
other public places have traffi cking victims. Often unrecognized by management and top executives, these 
organizations may have staff that is directly contributing to the activities of the traffi ckers. Due to the 
Traffi cking Victims Protection Act of 2000 and its reauthorizations in 2003 and 2005, a severe increase in 
criminal and civil penalties may be imposed on organizations and their executives where traffi cking activities 
occur.  Adding more teeth to the prosecution of cases, law enforcement can use the RICO act to seize 
property while victims (regardless of citizenship status) have a right to sue for civil damages. The adverse 
publicity from having a 14 year old prostituted out of a publicly named hotel could cost an immeasurable 
loss in revenue and public good will due to bad press. Many business leaders have found themselves in 
court under the premise “you should have known”. In the case of modern-day slavery, especially involving 
children, juries and public opinion would predictably side with the victims.  In addition to public stigma, due 
to the TVPA penalties up to life imprisonment may be imposed on all parties who participated or intended to 
participate in traffi cking. Businesses that have government contracts are at risk of losing those contracts if 
their deployed employees, their sub-contractors or their dependants engage in human traffi cking activities.  
Further, any US citizen that has sex with a minor abroad may be charged under the Protect Act when they 
return to the US.                                                    
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Where are the victims?

  In many cases, the victims are in plain sight of people who could help them but the people do not know 
what to look for or what they are seeing. The traffi cking victims may even ask trusted people for help but without 
knowledge that slavery exists the public may not be equipped to help even when presented with the opportunity.  
Investigators and security professionals can play a key role in helping to identify victims or crimes that are human 
traffi cking.  One example is a case that was reported by police as a suicide attempt.  It involved two Asian men 
who jumped from a moving car. The offi cer did not know about traffi cking so he reported it as attempted suicide 
and did not investigate the other people in the car, which included the traffi cker.  Another example is a15 year old 
girl who was given by one brother to another as a gift for his success in their lucrative smuggling operation.  She 
was forced to clean, baby-sit, endure rape every day or two by the husband and accompany the wife to the grocery 
store. At the store she was forced to steal hundreds of the plastic grocery bags which were mailed to Guatemala. 
When she refused to steal the husband pistol-whipped her. She eventually escaped while at the store by grabbing 
a customer and fl eeing. 
 This is an area of growing global concern where the increase of crime with its attendant increase of human 
misery is multiplying like germs in a petrie dish and there is a rapidly growing need for trained professionals who 
can assist in efforts to recognize, respond, rescue and recover victims as well as protect corporate clients from 
falling victim themselves to the civil and criminal penalties that are increasingly imposed.  To take advantage 
of the many natural opportunities to be involved and provide services, it is crucial that private investigators 
and security specialists remain at the cutting edge of their fi elds and receive needed training to be profi cient in 
understanding this fastest growing and most lucrative crime in the world today.

Larry Gassin and Dottie Laster are principals in S.T.R.I.K.E. Force Training, an organization that specializes in educating and training 
law enforcement, government offi cials, foreign governments, corporate enterprises and others in recognizing and combating human 
slavery and traffi cking.
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Robert Amsterdam is the founding partner of the Toronto- and London-based boutique 
international law fi rm Amsterdam & Peroff.  In his 28 years of practice, he has represented 
a diverse range of corporations and individuals in markets such as Russia, Hungary, Poland, 
Venezuela, Bolivia, Guatemala, the United States and Canada.

Amsterdam has a distinguished track record of serving clients in shareholder disputes, corporate 
restructuring, fraud and asset recovery, regulatory and tax issues, complex commercial 
arbitration, and multi-jurisdictional litigation.  He is also frequently sought out as a political risk 
advisor and strategic counsel for companies seeking to open new markets.

Recent clients have included the Four Seasons Hotel & Resorts Group, PricewaterhouseCoopers, 
and several other major mining, energy, and agri-business fi rms.  In 2003, he was retained by 
the former head of the Yukos oil company Mikhail Khodorkovsky, serving a central role in one 
of Russia’s highest profi le cases.

Amsterdam has developed a unique practice niche in handling politically complex cases, 
implementing comprehensive strategies using advocacy to bring additional forces to bear upon 
the client’s case beyond the courtroom.  He has pioneered the concept of “corporate foreign 
policy,” a set of principles for successful engagement between businesses and governments.

His writings have been published in the Fordham International Law Journal, the International 
Herald Tribune, the Financial Times, and the Wall Street Journal.  He has delivered keynote 
speeches for groups such as Chatham House, University College of London, Cato Institute, the 
Carnegie Endowment, and several energy, mining, and international investment conferences.  
Amsterdam has regularly appeared as an expert commentator on CNN, CNBC, Bloomberg, 
BBC, and Fox News.

Amsterdam is a member of the Canadian and International Bar Associations. He earned his 
BA from Carleton University in Ottawa, and studied law at Queen’s University in Ontario (LLB).  
He is also licensed to practice in the United Kingdom.  He is listed as a Top 100 lawyer in the 
UK Legal 500 and Chambers, and has been named to The Lawyer’s Hot 100 and Lawyer of the 
Week by the Times.

Blog:  http://www.robertamsterdam.com
Firm:  http://www.amsterdamandperoff.com

S E M I N A R
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  H U M A N  R I G H T S 

I S S U E S
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Dead or alive, Karen and 
Robert Downes want 
to know where missing 
daughter Charlene is, 
and now a top detective 
has offered to help a 
family at breaking point.
Jacqueline Morley
reports

Website: www.blackpoolgazette.co.uk  The Gazette Monday, April 21, 2008 ++PAGE 11

N the Year of the Lost Child 
– beset by Shannon and 
Madeleine headlines in a 
country where a child goes 
missing every fi ve minutes 

– the Blackpool Downes family is 
in meltdown.
Each news bulletin brings 
constant reminders of their own 
loss, the quest for answers, what 
passes for justice.
All sense of normal family life is 
displaced by grief, loss of hope, 
anger and frustration.
Karen and Robert’s youngest 
daughter Charlene has been 
missing since November 2003. 
She was 14 when she vanished 
after a night out at North Pier.
“If Charlene’s still alive, she’s 19.”
If ... it’s a sentence Karen never 
thought she would utter – but she 
is now living with the life sen-
tence of loss of a loved one.
She doubts her daughter is alive 
but hopes with all her heart that 
miracles happen.
A small one prompts my visit. 
One of the world’s top detectives 
has offered to put an army of 
private detectives at the family’s 
disposal free of charge to listen to 
the word on the street and report 
it back to police. IF police choose 
to accept the help. That decision 
has been referred to investigators 
heading the ongoing inquiry at 
headquarters.
The family’s leapt at the offer. It’s 
the best news they’ve had from 
The Gazette in a long time, Karen 
tells me.
Offi cially the Charlene Downes 
case remains active, investigation 
ongoing, since the sensational 
collapse of the court trial involving 
two men, subsequently cleared of 
all charges. Now police face their 
own internal inquiry into what’s 
gone so spectacularly awry.
But for the family with a familiar 
face still missing, birthday cards 
and Christmas cards and gifts 
stacking up in a corner, the 
cracks are showing.
Parents Karen and Robert have 
a volatile relationship at the best 
of times although the trials and 
tribulations have brought out the 
best in them, too.
But that’s in danger of collaps-
ing with the court case. The 
emotional upheaval is proving 
too much. Last week wife turned 
on husband and husband turned 
to drink.
It ended with a sudden angry 
lashing out by Karen, normally 
the more even tempered, with 
whatever came to hand in this 
crowded cluttered home. It turned 
out to be a knife. Of indetermi-
nate type. It doesn’t seem polite 

I

to ask “what sort?” when a 
husband’s just told you his mis-
sus has knifed him.
Robert, a tad indignant, pride 
wounded as well as that small 
fl esh wound to his side, pats 
his bandage: “Got me here.” 
Just a glancing blow, a fl esh 
wound.
But the real wounds go far 
deeper. Robert’s outside the 
house, on Buchanan Street, 
Blackpool, not the salubrious 
side of town, when I arrive. 
He’s sitting in the back of a 
police van giving his statement 
on what happened and hearing 
what happens next.
He emerges to tell me: “Yes, 
I’ve had a drink, but I’m not 
slurring, am I? I love her to bits 
but she blames me, I think, for 
not being more of a man, not 
being a better dad, doing more 
to get justice for Charlene, or 
taking the law into my own 
hands.”
Karen sits inside, eyes shad-
owed. “I’ve had enough,” she 
says.
Robert, still nursing wound and 
pride, sticks his head around 
the living room door (which has 
been bolted against him) to 

assure Karen that no, police are 
not pressing charges.
A look of relief, tempered with 
resentment, passes between 
the pair. Outside, police drive 
away. Robert shakes my hand, 
urges me to “tell people what a 
nightmare we’re going through”, 
and heads off to the pub. 
Inside Karen’s lightened up, 
beaming joy at welcome news 
I’ve just delivered – from a man 
who may lift the unremitting 
gloom and grind of Downes 
family life.
One of the world’s most infl uen-
tial detectives has offered help. 
Eric Shelmerdine has run Black-
pool Detective Agency for more 
than 30 years. He set it up with 
a former police detective and 
still employs many ex-coppers, 
including specialists in missing 
children.
This unassuming looking chap 
has global contacts, and is 
widely respected in worldwide 
detective ranks. He’s past presi-
dent of the World Association of 
Detectives, only the third Brit to 
hold the honour. 
But Eric has offered his as-
sociation’s help for free to the 
Downes family – and is willing to 
extend the same to Frank Chiv-
ers, father of another local miss-

ing girl, Paige, if he wants it.
It’s some offer. Four hundred 
members in the Association of 
British Investigators ranks, 100 
more overseas. “Lots of extra 
eyes and ears,” says Eric.
He was struck by the “low ebb 
of the family since the latest 
development” and the low pro-
fi le of the Charlene Downes 
case outside of Lancashire. 
“When I speak to colleagues 
outside our area, even border-
ing counties, they have no 
knowledge of the Charlene 
Downes case and if Charlene 
is still alive, and that has to 
remain a possibility in the 
absence of a body or even 
forensic 
evidence, 
then she 
has to be 
some-
where.
“Men-
tion Madeleine McCann and 
the world’s heard of her. Poor 
Charlene doesn’t get a look-in. 
The same seems to be hap-
pening for Paige Chivers too. 
That’s a grave injustice.” 
Two lost girls, two sets of 
unanswered questions. That’s 
all Karen and Robert want, 
answers. They know there’s 

every chance their daughter’s 
dead. They hope she’s still 
alive. Either way they know 
hundreds of private eyes, pool-
ing intelligence via websites 
and other means, could help.
“We need a break,” says Karen, 
with a rare smile. She looks 
uncannily like Charlene when 
she smiles, which isn’t often 
enough. The misery pervading 
the home is tangible.
The family reckon Charlene’s 
had a poor media deal nation-
ally. “But we were seen as That 
Sort of Family, weren’t we?” 
challenges Karen. “I had to fi ght 
for coverage.”
Now she’s hoping for closure. 

Another word she 
wouldn’t have used 
once: “I’ve had 
enough – life without 
Charlene, not knowing 
where my girl is, what 
she’s gone through, 

whether she’s alive, no grave 
to visit, no way of putting her to 
rest. We’re at breaking point.
“But this news, it’s the best 
thing to happen for ages. Bless 
Mr Shelmerdine for thinking of 
us, bless all those detectives. 
Someone out there knows 
something.”

AID OFFER: Detective 
Eric Shelmerdine

“Mention Madeleine McCann 
and the world’s heard of her. 
Poor Charlene doesn’t get a 
look-in.

Eric Shelmerdine

To read full article go to:

http://www.blackpoolgazette.co.uk/

To read full article go to:

http://www.blackpoolgazette.co.uk/
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Welcome Reception
at the

Mid-Term Board
 Meeting

Dinner at the 
Mid-Term 

Meeting
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D E C E A S E D  M E M B E R S
In the last 18 months we have lost the following members from the 
World Association of Detectives.

We appreciate their contributions and mourn in their loss.

Giandomenico 
Anastasia

Aviv Dor

Jose Fama 

Gerd 
Hoffmann Sr.

James King

Agnelo 
Menezes

Arther 
Tredinnick

R E T I R E D  M E M B E R

A n t h o n y  C a r t e r
R E S I G N E D  M E M B E R S

W a r r e n  H a n s o n

G e n e  R o b e r t s o n

M i c h e l e  S t u a r t

M a r k  W h i t e

MÉXICO
www.mexicoinvestigations.com

Tel. 52(415)152-7757 • services@mexinv.com

I N V E S T I G AT I O N S

GLOBAL INVESTIGATIONS
   Business Address:
      Phone: +49-171-410 74 11
          ifs@dci-home.com

“DCI & IFS” - Fritz Hebach GmbH
Detectiv Consulting International

Insurance Fraud Service
Managing Director Juergen Fritz Hebach

BUILDING BRIDGES ACROSS THE WORLD
   Klinnerveg 69, D-13509 Berlin
      Fax: +49-30-433 533 1
          www.insurancefraudservice.com

ASIADETECTIVES, INC.
37 Apo St., Mandaluyong City, Philippines, 1550

Your DETECTIVES in the Phillippines 
Expert in PROCESS SERVING,

INVESTIGATION & RESEARCH
Cellphone: +B39178053371
Tels: (632) 531-2574 • (632) 531-0204
Fax: (632) 531-0195 • (632) 531-3512
E-mail: detectiv@pworld.net.ph
Visit us at: www.asiadetectives-phils.com

FORENSIC ACCOUNTING
COMPUTER FORENSICS

CORPORATE
INVESTIGATIONS

45 Rockefeller Plaza, 20th Fl.
New York, NY 10111

212.288.9100

offi ces worldwide
www.investigation.com
mail@investigation.com
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W E L C O M E  N E W  M E M B E R S
Please join us in welcoming the newest members to our W.A.D. family. 
These members come from all over the world.

It would be great if you could send them a welcoming email.

Abhay Aggarwal
Integrity Verifi cation Services 
Pvt. LTD
11, Tulsiani Chambers, 
Ground Floor,
Free Press Journal Marg, 
Nariman Point,
Mumbai 400 021. INDIA
+ 91.22.6630.8495/6/7
admin@integrityvs.com

Raoul Classen
Detek Investigations A6
Fischertweite 2
D-20095 Hamburg
GERMANY
+ 49(0)40-323285-0
classen@detek.de

Audra Coleman
Cameo Investigations
P.O. Box 6766
High Point, North Carolina,   
27262
USA
+336.475.3737
Cameopi@aol.com

Lorraine Galvin
Kreller Group
817 Main Street
Cincinnati, Ohio    45202
USA
+ 513.723.8900
jtwomey@kreller.com

Thomas Hochgesang
Dydide- Dynamic Discrete 
Detectives
Bruderwohrolstr. 12
93055 Regensburg
GERMANY
+ 49(0)941-7803224
dydide@aol.com

Zaheer Khan
EIPR Ltd.
11, Tulsiani Chambers, 
Ground Floor,
Free Press Journal Marg, 
Nariman Point,
Mumbai 400 021. INDIA
+ 91.22.6630.8495/6/7
eipr@antipiracy-india.com

Paul Kim
Wilco Investigations & 
Consulting
3731 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 
612
Los Angeles, California   
90010
USA
+ 213.383.0983
Drpaul_kim@yahoo.com

R P Murdock
Murdock & Company
PMB 515 – BOX 10,000
Saipan, CNMI (MP)  96950
+1.210.787.3487
doc@murdockandco.com

Santosh Singh
Bombay Intelligence Security 
LTD.
101 Omega
Hiranandani Gardens, Powai
Mumbai, INDIA  400076
+ 91.22.25705256
santoshsingh@
bombayintelligence.com

Nikos Stelikos
Melivia Investigations Co 
Ltd.
60, Thessalonikis str.
3025 Limassol, CYPRUS
+ 357.25.331122
melinr@cytanet.com.cy

Kazuya Sugishita
Yugengaisha R Agent Offi ce
Ikizaka Center Bldg. 4Fi
2-26-14 Hongo
Bunkyp-Ku, Toyko Japan 
113-0033
+ 81.03.5842.5941
K.sugishita@brown.plala.
or.JP

Charles Wall
Creative Security Company, 
Inc.
150 S. Autumn St. Suite B
San Jose, California, USA  
95110
+408.295.2600
cwall@creativesecurity.com

Raphael Rahav
Garda
1 Aba EvenBoulevard
P.O. Box 12208 Herzelia 
Pituach
ISRAEL 46733
+ 972.9.9518223
rafi .rahav@garda-world.com

Dinner at the 
Mid-Term 

Meeting
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W . A . D .  A R E A  G O V E R N O R S  &  A M B A S S A D O R S
Area Governors

Dato’ Mohd. Som Sulaiman - Asia & Australia - dmsom@pc.jaring.my
Rita Pala - Europe, Africa & Middle East - csi@hi-net.it

Jim Foster - The Americas - peye069@aol.com

Ambassadors
AREA NAME LOCATION EMAIL ADDRESS
Africa (Central) Johnson Okebukola Lagos, Nigeria aptchamber@aol.com
Africa (South) Werner Meisch Johannesburg, South Africa invsecser@icon.co.za
Australia (North & NSW) Peter Harkin Brisbane pth@idsgroup.com.au
Australia (Southern) Craig Douglas Melbourne craig@nationwide.net.au
Austria Arthur Haefele Graz detektei.haefele@utanet.at
Brazil David Sullivan Rio de Janeiro sullivanpi@jps.net
Canada (Central) Thomas O’Carroll Mississauga, Toronto tomocar@microsoft.com
Canada (East) Position Vacant 
Canada (West) Syd Perkins Edmonton syd@bsgedmonton.com
Central America Seth Derish Puriscal, Costa Rica seth@privateeyes.com
France Jean Schmitt Paris jcs@france-investigation.com
France Dominique Leligois Montpellier direction@ld2renseignements.fr
Germany Lothar Kimm Dortmund kimm-@t-online.de
Germany Liane Reinecke Berlin mueller-investigations@t-online.de
Hong Kong Theodore Kavowras Hong Kong ted@panoramicconsulting.com
India Gurdeep Singh Arora Pune gurdeep51@hotmail.com
India R.P. Chauhan Ahmedabad perfectinvestigation@vsnl.net
India Kunwar Vikram Singh New Delhi detectives@lancerindia.com
Indonesia James Filgo Jakarta marketing@consolsvcs.com
Israel Jacob Ofi r Jerusalem eraninv@eraninv.com
Israel David Adar Kfar Sava lapidim@bezeqint.net
Italy Laura Giuliani Milan lauragiuliani@inwind.it
Italy (North West) Alberto Limone Asti ulisse@investigazioniprivate.it
Japan Sumio Hiroshima Tokyo hirosima@teitan.co.jp
Lebanon Charles Gedeon Beirut mecico@dm.net.lb
Malaysia (West) Dato’ Mohamad Som Sulaiman Kuala Lumpur dmsom@pc.jaring.my
Malaysia (East) Dr. Tuck Yew Choong Petaling Jaya ccinvestigation@hotmail.com
Mexico Fernando Molina Mexico City fernando@incomer.com.mx
Netherlands Hesder Du Fijn Ridderkerk risk@xs4all.nl
Netherlands Gerd Hoffmann Jr. Almere info@hoffmannBV.nl
New Zealand Verdi Van Beek Christchurch verdi@clear.net.nz
Norway Kjetil Eide Bekkestua eide@utreder.no
Norway Harald Olsen Billingstad harald@verdisikring.as
Pakistan Rashid Ali Malik Karachi rashid@security2000.com
Phillipines Jeffrey A. Williams, CPP Makati City jwilliams@osi.com.ph
Russia & CIS Vladimir Solomanidin Moscow info@vlasta-s.com
Singapore Wilfred Anthony Singapore asis@pacifi c.net.sg
Spain Francisco Marco Barcelona mail@metodo3.es
Spain David Sanmartin Oliver Barcelona dsanmartin@has.es
Switzerland Fritz Nyffeler Basel ndmmumpf@bluewin.ch
Thailand David Milne Bangkok PI@investigationsasia.com
United Arab Emirates Rashid Ali Malik Karachi rashid@security2000.com
UK-England & Wales Frank Hull Nottingham frank.hull@btinternet.com
USA (Central) Jim Szell Cleveland, Ohio jimszell@cispros.com
USA (East) Jim Foster Winston-Salem, North Carolina peye069@aol.com
USA (South) Position Vacant
USA (North West) Georgia Kearns Seattle, Washington kearns@oz.net
USA (South West) Dan Jones Santa Clarita, California dan@dyjassociates.com

USA Central: IA, IL, IN, KS, MI, MN, MO, NE, OH, WI
USA East: CT, DC, DE, KY, MA, MD, ME, NC, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, SC, TN, VA, VT, WV
USA South: AL, AR, FL, GA, LA, MS, OK, TX
USA North West: AK, CA(N), ID, MT, ND, OR, SD, WA, WY
USA South West: AZ, CA(S), CO, HI, NM, NV, UT
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WORLD ASSOCIATION OF DETECTIVES 

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING RATES FOR 2008

Payment
 Check Enclosed – Checks must be drawn on a US bank, in US funds
 Visa     MasterCard     American Express

Cardholder Name ________________________________________________

Card Number _____________________________ Expiration _____________

Zip/Postal Code ___________________________ Amount USD $ _________

NAME:

AGENCY:

PHONE:

FAX:

EMAIL:
Please remit payment with advertisement and 
completed form to:

World Association of Detectives, Inc.
235 N. Pine Street, Lansing, MI 48933
Tel: +1-517-482-1200 WWW.WAD.NET

Special Cover Requests – Based on availability
 Outside Back Cover ............. 7.5”w x 10”h / 19cm x 25cm .........................$525.00 per issue
 Inside Front Cover ............... 7.5”w x 10”h / 19cm x 25cm .........................$475.00 per issue
 Inside Back Cover ................ 7.5”w x 10”h / 19cm x 25cm .........................$425.00 per issue

Ad Size Dimension 1 Insert - USD 3 Inserts - USD 4 Inserts - USD

 Full Page 7.5” wide x 10” high
 19cm wide x 25cm high $225.00 $607.50 $800.00

 Half-Page 7.5” wide x 5” high
 19cm wide x 12cm high $125.00 $337.50 $400.00

 Quarter-Page 3.75” wide x 5” high
 9cm wide x 12cm high $100.00 $270.00 $320.00

 Business Card Standard Size
 9cm wide x 5cm high $50.00 $135.00 $160.00

Issue
 Volume 59, Issue 3: July 2008  Volume 60, Issue 1: January 2009
 Volume 59, Issue 4: October 2008  Volume 60, Issue 2: April 2009  

Deadlines for Ad Submission: December 1, March 1, June 1, September 1
• Ads must be submitted in a .jpg or .tif or .pdf fi le. Faxes will not be accepted.
• Ads must be submitted in the correct dimensions.
• Full payment in USD must accompany all advertisement orders.

Non-Member Advertising Rates: Non-member advertising rates are 50% higher than those stated above. 
The minimum advertising size for non-members is a quarter page.
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